2 3 Arct. 



V 








cm or, n 

o*i«r «r p«m, mm 
OmnUbwIA^ 11 
T fSHLS/Cwonaatl''* Dr, lltoln RORTtl 





iafM cat 




1. HmMh iKtatfUr f«r th* mwl i [ N X w i r if M» H»«* (at 
nufk tnalittia ttwntf) pnpmr*& far Jff s Iqr Dr. lUhda wm, m» 
tUM •» y A—otatoaM »lth Curt «*&*■• Hc*XH —dr Uili dicrtl? «T ta- 
bu board of too orroot of KKihd and TniOBt, ad uftor bo MlDjr I tmn d 
«to MM wtth Mttoo (tAO. Mi —toot U ant. Iho —pari Ml atMUr 
artttaa to d>o 0 * 1 loo of j/ 8. »*» .? KiTl'r cm M i rt M t no tea* K>«t la 
rororcou t-.li ottd if putting blwlf on mat to bo W olooor, oo bo 
•Upulatoa that too ropart — «* to bo uaod Intarnall? only (a win e Cor— 
atorr), but !» could (and did, hiring lntorrofo t loo) di l l bo hod ro pwto d 
to tho 0«*. rr-oBtntlofi with ublto fco *o* lit bi at b ot . HC*TO Itordtgr to 
Ukll.'diod hi* "dtoob— buB<*, but hut no In ton! loo if ooilitoorlog bio bnoo> 
lodro of tho com, oh lob —total? could booo booa MpfM| rothar, ao la 
ototod In l«!t*n to Mi cloooot oimclato, Mm Ilany MAST, ho nil? Inland* 
to **- noth tor union' tho fcmrleino *noo ho ooa tnva&iod In too e— , and thoo 
only •;.* Vcv sprrocchod h*r« 



r* i. t.Ul b« r*i#tad t s- painted rtit In cthe* report* f t*«tJHa rapart 
la \r.Y\* r SrtltT ic tuc pb* prcpi»r«C ‘ v 7 lTn? ** I> f«r CIC *!!•■* *tdt 

tfca axca-tt rn tbit ICM-X Indulr** mtfcar fmi/ U ibll^w attacks sa alter 
1b his report to U >fl«ci attontloo fm hlawlfo 

3. A cartra copy of thlo ntcert woo round aonr thi papers MaClaaatad 
on ‘I : * ; II* a nrr»r t* oo ‘A17J cRO ft ITT 'A am slr sady trusted alt* asplaa at 
thl* h— -n-Mrrtf this >.«m slow roc* tho lnforwstlsn la tho report noUabli 
to C. fntarror^t’oa of MttfTTI** 



Apprtnrod Srt 

L 



UI x» 

5-^. Co A tf r v of onol) 

^ m * i » • 

IV 



**» 

OJdtoi_- HvjkJ - 




Data Orlglaatodi 1$ April $3 



_A'S' t A 




0 fftA$$f.F I £0 AID « EL E AS E 0 BY 
fflKflMi I NTELL ] 6 E N CE AGENCY 
§§0? £ £S NE-THODS EXEMPT ION 3 82 8 
HAl I WAR CR I ME S 01 SCLOSURE ACT 
PATE 2 0 06 r . .:• 




i 



! 






I . 




f 




Sil-C-ijET 

THA H 3 I. A T ID 1 




If, Acquaintance with Curt POMGSR 
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I Mt PONOBt in 19^6 during car st ay in Noenberg where I ns held as a 
witness in the Justice Building. POWER, at that tine, and apparently also 
V8R3BR,was alloyed with the provocation authorities in tha trial o f Mebtrs 
of tha S3 economic and adwinirtrative headquarter*, and therefore had no 
business connection with ae since I was only witness In tha trials of tha 
raj or war criminals aa wall as being Interrogated in tha a# c alled Wllhelae- 
atraaae trials. FONGER, however, was present during *y interrorati onsj which 
often was the case In Nosiwberg* Ve Increased we at that tine aa being es- 
pecially pleasant, as ha coaported hlcself wall both froa human and technical 
aspects In contrast to wany other interrogators. 

Sons tins in tha spring of 19W PONGHt cane to ALt-Ausse to request ns 
to coon to Nuernberg aaaln for another witness deposition. By this tins I 
was already released fro© prison and understandably had no desire to return 
to Nuernberg, so it was eery fortunate that F0NG8R did not locate no in Alt- 
Ausse at this tine. (I happened to bo in Selibuig .) PONGBR cane, h o w ever , 
a couple of weeks later and attached so each Importance to wy coning to Muadwt* 
berr that I was forced to accept, since, after all, I was living in the U.S. 
Zone of Austria. On PCNOKR* a direction I reported to a certain ^roaberg , 

who had his office In the Landesgerlcht In Saltburg, and was responsible for 
the Issue of that sort of travel papers. Nben I discovered that Nr. Broabmrg 
did not reward this matter as being of so great Importance or requiring so 
much haste as did PCWGER, I pbwaMd^once swain tbndUaner ^delaying tactics and 
was actually successful in avoiding appearing, the trial taking place in the 
meantime without me. So this time I didn't go to Nuenberg In contrast to 
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another witness from Alt -Ansae *t© PONGEE had also directed to appear. This 
is the former Estonian Qaneral Land D tract or and Minister Preaidant daring 
the German occupation of the Baltic lands, Dr*. MAS, mho also lives In Alt- 
Aussm, MAS Is^eiattaMheemm, a vrltar with strongly antl-Coeemnlst tendencies, 
rt?o envoys a good reputation am ong the Austrian emigration, Just a little 
dtile ago, under the pseudonym PQUM1US, he wrote a very remarkable anti- 
Bolshevik bro chu re, "Have Vo Fear of Soviet Russia”* 

I had, at this time, already begun to work on ay book, *lh* Secret Front”, 
and told PONGEE about It* He mas very Interested In the book and explained 



hit interest on the basis that he mas also s 



of ths "clan”, (Ho des- 



cribed himself as a former Captain in the OSS)* PQNOSt promised me assistance 
In ratting the book published in foreign language editions in the U.3JU and 
other foreign states *iere he claimed to have good connections* Wien aqr book 
appeared In 1950 I sent POBBBR a copy and requested of him his promised assis- 
tance* PCNOER actually managed to arrange that aqr book could appear la the 
very distinguished Swiss Europe Publishing House, and to this end personally 
conducted negotiations with the owner of this publishing house. Dr. OPRKCHT. 
PONGEE received for this a commission which mas equal to 2$ per cent of the 
retail price. In the U.SJL. and in Swe den, where PONGEE mas apparently es- 
pecially trying to obtain a license, ho had no success. PONGEE also triad 
without success to help secure publication of my articles concerning historical- 
political matters. 

However, in this connection, it came to light — ay articles mere to be 
Illustrated — that PONGEE possessed a large photo library with exceedingly 
interesting historical and newsworthy political pictures and me thereform did 
some business In this connection. I bought from PONGEE various photos, for 
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exstgile, from the First and Second World Wars, and also, I had him enlarge 
or make eoplos of various photos which were in mj possession* In this con- 
nection there developed a rather voluminous correspondence between us, and 
I made several payments to FONDER which, in spite of the very fair prices, 
embraced considerable sums (on one occasion alone, nearly 1,000 Schtllinss) • 
All these letters from PONDER, as well as carbon copies of my letters to him, 
are available* They commence on the 27th of August 19W and continue through 
the 7th of October 1952* At the end of December 1952 also, I sent PONDER a 
New Tear's greeting card since he sent me a Christmas card* 

Aside from these purely business connections (Nuernberg, publishing, and 
photos), I had very few other contacts with PONDER. In the period of our 
acquaintance, that is, starting with his second visit in AlVAusse* In the late 
spring of 191*8 to the end of 1952, I saw him perhaps 6 or 7 times, including 
3 or 1* times In Alt-Ausse, once In Fuschl, once in Bad Ischl, and the last 
time in Germany whore he took me in his car* However, It appears that FORCER 
was frequently In Alt-Aussai but did not always west me since he usually appear 
without previous warning* He would always telephone only after he was already 
here* Cnee he came with his wife, 7era, twice with his brother-in-law, VKEBBR 
(that Is, at mj house)* His eldest daughter was also with hia once or twice 
but I didn't see her. It Is also possible that his mother was with him one or 
another time but I am not sure (It is, of course, possible that other people 
wrere with him)* Usually he connected his trips — according to his stories — » 
with visits to hts family when his family was spending a vacation in soma West 
Austrian resort* PONDER' s fanily spent the summer of 1951 in Bodendorf am 
0s9iachersee, with Kbner, and 1952 In Wind ischsars ten. Upper Austria* Nien 

Yrs* PONG EH was not with the children, PCNGHR's mother stayed with them. In 
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any case, 30 PCNGSR sgys, therefore, It would appear that ?ONG£R visited the 
West Zone of Austria quite frequently and regained for considerable periods 
there* 



Concerning conversation themes which ro beyond the business wetter* des- 
cribed above, I can remember the following. During his first visit FCNGER 
was Interested In the allegedly burled microfilm of the RStt, which film supposedl 
contained all important files. I could provide him with no information. Then 
he was also^imtereated in the hereabouts of the former Chief of Aat IT of 
the BflrfA, WKLLER, who had^iaappeared,and especially for TUSLLSR* s deputy 
for Jewish affairs, Adolf Betchaenn. Re repeatedly asked me about this man 
and also told me that "Joint* (or some other Jewish world organisation) had 



placed a reward of $100,000 on Kelchmann' s head , 



FONOBR felt I could 



certainly earn since I doubtless knew where SBICHKAMff was. tytelCHKAMM was In 
AlUAusse at the time of the Gamut collapse, and left his family here)* This 
special interest of PONGKR for ^SICHUAN H and certain other circumstances about 
which I will remark led me to the conclusion that PONGRR was working for the 
Israeli intelligence service or some other Israeli office. I explained to 
myself his frequent visits to Alt-4tusse on the basis that Pra. ^EICHUAKN was 
living here under her maiden name LISpL, and I thought that FONGBR was trying 
to determine in this warmer where ^SICHXAHK was hiding* He. also requested of 
me fairly directly that X place him in contact with Mrd^LIElL or that I interest 
myself in her activities as he was convinced that fcSICHHANN visited his family* 



After I declared that I was unable to do anything in this connection, he did 
not mention this theme a?aln, except that about a year ago, he told me that 
Israel now had exact information that $£ICHKANN was with the Grand Leftl and 

asked whether I could not set up some sort of contact there since every lead 
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was Important and would be paid for fwa tha $100,000 which had bean sat as 
^ reward for tha capture of ^SICHKANN* I maintained complete rasanra in this 
, discussion although I knew that ^SICHkANN was not in Egypt* This interest 
of POKGSR for ^SICHKANX was, how eve r, not tha only reason why I computed that 
PC W worked for tha Israeli intelligence service* 9a told aa once — this 
was about August 1951 — that ha was acquainted with saverel responsible 
people #io supposedly worked for tha Israeli 13 in Henna, anon* whoa ware 
also foreer mewbers of the American IS* These people were Interested wary 
much In Gendarmerie Vajor Valentin “^AKRA in Bad A us see, and he asked if I 
knew the nan* I answered in the affirmative and told hi* what I knew about 
TARRA, that la, that I regard him as a Russian or at least Ccsmtunlat agent, 
etc* KTOtR^ps-also Interested in this connection In the former representa- 
tive Albrecht GAISOTNKL'R, and the C uwm tat Party leader, Sepp ^LXESKIS* 

(It was possible for me to say quite a bit about these personalities; as a 
matter of fact, I wrote about them about a year ago In an article in the 
Spiegel, In which article I concerned myself with the Bolshevik Infiltration 
activities of this group* These people will also appear In a book of wine 
which will be published In England and the 0.S. In the near future*) It 
dicin' t occur to re at that tine, however, that perhaps PONG SR himself was 
Interested in TARRA and the other two and possibly to take up contact with 
them* This would be an explanation for Els frequent visits In Alt-Ausse and 
also In Tschl where he went several times — « PLIBSKIS lives there — although 
POIIG^I explained that he wanted to make a photographic story about the Ischl 
Glass Sbrks. If FONGER actually. In this case, was acting on behalf of the 
Soviet Secret Service, my Information about these three people could only 
have been regarded as positive* The last two times that P0RG9R stopped hare 
he did not stay overnight at Alt-Ausse or Bad Ausse by Instead In Grundlsee 



*tich he explained saying that he was making a photo story about a wood career 
there* Interesting In this connection eay possibly be that in the plaster 
works in Orundlsee a man has been working since about last summer who may be 
retarded es a leadtnt functionary of the Comnunist Party and la supposed to 
hare received his training in Ihsila . (although overtly he does not appear aa 
a Coemunist), This man is named! LINSOC (exact spelling unknown) and liras 
in the Tillage of Win, a part of Alt-Ausse. POKSt, however, newer asked me 
anything about this man but became interested in him because I believe that 
the Russians are preparing an important strong-point in the Totengeberlgw for 
Partisan Warfare in the coming crisis for which I hare various indications* 

In any case It appears to me remarkable that this UffjCK, who allegedly possessed 
a successful vegetable business suddenly appeared In Gnmdleee as a common 
laborer in the plaster factory* 

Otherwise FOOFR did not interest himself for other people although he 
did ask me several times about Dr. YAK, which, however, T always answered that 
he ccold look this man up. I do not know whether PONGEX ever visited him* 

Of other oeople only the name of the former Colonel of the Geheime Feld 
Polisel (OFP), KftlKCHBAUV was mentioned* PONGHl knew that I was acquainted 
with him from earlier days aod also had been with him in prison and FONDER 
also met him In Noexwberg and remained in contact with him. In the summer 
of 1951 when PONDER visited me here, he told me that he had seen KRIKCHBAUlf, 
who would be happy to meet me sometime. If I was also interested, he (PONGJ5R) 
could arrange a meeting. In this ense T should write KRESCHBAUM a letter since 
this was required by protocol (Rardct), the brief to say approximately that I 
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would be t»I 7 happy to see him end he would then set up a date agreeable to 
both of us* KRTfCHBAOV suggested that we weet on the 19th of August which 
7 can reconstruct frcw the applicable letter of POHOKR* s, but whether we then 
actually wet on this dajr 7 do not recall any wore, but our Meting was definitely 
In A artist* PCNOER brought KRTKCRBAtK frcai Reichenhall to Salabunr, and I 
joined then — insofar as 7 can recall. It was KRIECHBAtM's car — and we 
drew# off to Puschl where we drank coffee in a cafe on the lake* The con* 
versatlon was mainly Halted to the exchange of old common memories* Only 
toward the end KRIBCRBAW told we that *y friendship with Kric XBRMIAXR was 
regarded with concam la "pertinent* circles — He eeant, of course. Intelli- 
gence circles and asked what was the status there* I was able to explain to 
KKIKHRAIM at once that although KSRkfttAIR was once a colleague of wine when 
I worked for CIC AUSTRIA, we had parted ways long since* Since KSUQTAIB* in his 
professional and human attributes was completely Impossible, ICRIECH3AUY in* 
d tested that he was very relie red to hear this, without, however, waking any 
concrete remarks concerning possible plans which night involve me* P0NG5R, 
on the other hand, mentioned during the return journey (he broupht we back 
to St* Gllren) that this conversation would certainly have very valuable 
results since KRIECH3AUK was a leading man of the Firs SCHNEIDER. (He had, 
by the way, already in his letter of the 5th of August renarked that KRIECH- 
5 AUK would be able f by the neeting of 18 August which he had set, to sake con- 
crete suggestions, but PONG SI, neither in writing nor either orally filled in 
what he meant by this*) I could only Imagine that it would involve an offer 
of joining the Firm SCHNEIDER. This role in 1951 and a year later once again 
as go-between led me to the suspicion that PONG5R was perhaps a member of the 
Firm SCHNEIDER and perhaps on behalf of KRIECHBAUM — who is well-known as a 
first-class authority on the Southeast ** was working out of Vienna. I never 
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asked about this, however, and other later occurrences led me away fro* this 
opinion. Later I Imagined that PO?!GSR was involved in some kind of business 
deal In* with KRISCH3AUIC — for details see below. 



Tn September 1952 PCNQSK visited me vain in Alt-Aussa. He spent only 

an hour with me, during ehich he asked whether I would not like to go to Cer* 

cany with hi* and his brother-in-law tn October, which trip he had suggested 

to we a year ago, (We bed often spoken about the fact that I frequently bad 

things to do In Germany bat was forced to consider carefully every trip since 

the German railroads were so expensive* POHGSR had suggested that he would 

take we in his car ditnetor he went there* Whether he then In 1951 actually 

went there Is not known to we.) Furthermore, PONG*® stated that It would be 

now a very appropriate time to soeak with IHROSAOK again since now the ques- 

I 

tlon of e German Intelligence service had reached the acute stage and/had, of 
coarse, shoved off my plans until such a service was actually constituted — 

I had actually told this to FOKGKR after he had suffxested to me several times 
that I take up contact with KRIEC73A1V and place my Intelligence possibilities 
at the disposal of the Firm SCHKBIDER. TTe could also, la this opportunity, 
speak wi th KRTZXH3 klV , and he would arrange his trip so that it would, as closely 
as possible, fit ny wishes. He suggested a meeting with KKIBCKBAttt in the 
latter's apartment In Reichenhall on the week-end of 11-12 October ehich I 
turned down since I had other plans for this week-end, T travelled to Sals- 
burg on the 13th of October where Vr, halter LAU9KR picked me up from the 
train, FONOKR had Introduced me to IAUBER a few days earlier in Ischl • 1 
happened to be In I sc hi then and PONGBR telephoned to my wife in Alt-Ausae 
who told him that he might possibly find me in the railroad station restaurant. 
He came there and I went outside with him where he introduced IXJBHl so that 
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T would recornlae him in the event that he could personally pick ae up in 
Salsburp. LAUB3R ewe on the 13th of October and took ae in his Volkswagen 
to Reichenhall where PONGSR was staying in the Hotel Deutsches Haus or 
Deutscher Ho f • PCNtTSR had already been to set KRIBCHB1UV but KRIBCKBAUV 
was not then In Rslchenhal], so the nee ting had been arranged In ITunlch* 

Ve aet KRIKQfPAUN In the restaurmtnext to the autobus stop next to the 
Hotel Schottenhaaael (in the afternoon of the 13th). The conversation was 
once again as a year previously, largely academic. KRISCHBAUV felt that 
the situation In the field of the Oeman Intelligence service was still fully 
unclear and felt that the Americans naturally would never abandon a aaa such 
as Dr. SCHNBIDRft, so that he would certainly play a role, etc., etc. Ko 
concrete natters were mentioned. KRIECHBAUk appeared to be quite ill and 
stated that he had been exceedingly sick for several months. 

Now a few days before ny trip I happened to learn through a Criminal 
Police official with the State Police in Salsburg named ANGBRER — not directly, 
but through a middle-van — that a certain Curt FONGHl in Vienna was suspected 
of working for the Soviet intelligence service (the report was in another con- 
nection where the name FObGKR was mentioned) . I had thereupon sent to the 
Criminal Police official AM3ERER, a written notice to the effect that I knew 
a certain Curt POKGKR and told him what I knew about him. This journey with 
P0NG31 therefore appeared to me to be that nuch more interesting as I hoped 
now to have opportunity to draw conclusions from PONGER's behavior. I had 
great doubt that PCNGEft could be a Russian agent, for his entire behavior of 
the last few years, at least in dealings with ne, argued absolutely against 
that. The man had been a Captain In the OSS, was then an official in Kuermberg 
where certainly in the last phase of the trials the certain "Solon Bolshevist" 

. &2T 




Not* of In great measure, had disappeared among the Americans; he 

bee we then represent* tire of an American fir* in Austria. He had seen to 
It that oy book, "The Secret front*, appeared In Switzerland, a book *iich is 
certainly,for Russians and Cowunlsts, exceedingly unpleasant, and shich also 
has been banned in the Soviet Union to the extent that Individual Soviet 
Coaiendanturs have conducted raids to U*>ede the book* On the trip PONGKii 
conducted himself in a manner beyond suspicion. Be didn't even ask ehat I 
was doing, and ee saw each other practically Just a foe times at meals* It 
was quite easy to note that he had something to discuss eith KrtlEGHBAUIC shich 
he didn't sent to do In my presence* He arranged also with KAIECHBAUK that 
he eculd telephone Mm by the terns of shich the tmo would meet again* Viether 
they actually did meet is not known to me* I drove with FONGER and LAU5ER 
on the l£th of October to Nuenrberg where the two had something to do* Since 
I had nothing to do in Nuernberg, I ineed lately took a train to Duesseldorf 
store I had rade arrangements and met these two again on the 18th of October 
in Bonn* T had already finished all my business there, for shich reason I 
took a train to Stuttgart on the same day and met PCNGSR and LAUS3R there on 
the 2Cth of October. T arranged a visit for the* in the Porsche Norks about 
which they wanted to make a photo story for the U*S*A* and we drove ShBfe on 
the sane day to Munich where we remained overnight and then drove to Alt-Ausse* 
The two wanted only to go to Salsburg, but I prevailed upon them to take ne 
to Alt-Ausse and they stayed overnight in Grundlsee* They wanted to try to 
make soce pictures on the next morning of spawning fish* Just at this time 
was the beginning of the spawning time of the Chars (Salbltng) * Since then 
I have not seen PONGSR or the other two and received no further letters with 
the exception of the Christmas card I mentioned* 



V 

* 



After T learned of the arrest of PCNG5R and VERB®, I resolved to Infer® 
the office of Dr* SCHNEIDBR and ore sent after the oral cocrents T have already 
rede a sort of aewory protocol in writing of what X know about FCNGKR* These 
comments may I have only be used with my specific approval, these cay be riven 
to another authority only with such approval* 

In closing I would like to mention a couple of details regarding the *iale 
case which perhaps could be of interest in one direction or another* In all 
■y conversations with PONGER there were never mentioned. Insofar as I can 
recall, names of people currently engaged in intelligence activities except 
for these I have mentioned and two others whom I should like to ventlonJrtfe* 



One is a certain 



mentioned and two others whom I should like to ventton^rtfe* 
pr^CFCZARKK, who supposedly uses the cover name D^dCHAEfTKR 



PCuCER, I believe, also mentioned him in the conversation mentioned above in 
Vunich on the 13th of October when KRIBCHRAUM was present* I cannot recall 
hew the conversation turned to C5T22AHBC/SCHAEK?KR. I was merely amazed i#ten 
PPKCSR suddenly dropped the name of CFCZAREK, whom I, of course, know from my 
student days* Insofar as I can recall, PONGEE remarked on this occasion that 
CIC was very anrry with OFCZAHEK since he, in violation of an agreement between 
CIC and SCHNEIDER, aas still active intellirence-wlse in Austria* Remarkably 
enough, I happened to meet CVCZAREK in his car at the German/Aastrlan border* 

I had already finished with the Customs official while PONGBR and LAtJBKR ware 
still arguing because the officials wanted to charge duty on seme books and 
PONGBR refused to pay this duty. PONGEH came then outside and c counted seme* 
what in the sense that it was indeed somewhat more than inept ifcen someone 
as OFCZAREK had just done with the Customs officials, raced through the In- 
spection so that even a blind man could see that such a man was acquainted 
with the border authorities. Whether POliGER or LAUBER had spoken with QFC2AHBX 
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during the Cust cos inspection I don't know but I don’t believe so, -for cer- 
tainly then, 0FCZAFJ5K would not have gone through 90 quickly* I also don’t 
even know whether PONDER knows CFC2AREK personally* Re carding Or* OFCZARKJC, 

X would we rely like to say that he. In qr opinion, exactly u In the case of 
Col* KRIECHR1.UK, can in no way be suspected of working with FONGKR for the 
Russians* (free wart 00 s sides in Austria, of course, such charges are wade 
against CFCZAREK^ periodically, but these charges are based on his acquaintance 
with D** Kurt^ESSKU who supposedly is active for the Russian or Hungarian 
IS* I could say several things about this, but I don't believe that 0FC2ARSX 
knew in detail about this individual although OFCZAMSK employed EESSKtT in 
his intelligence croup and allegedly secretly still ewplcys him* In this 
case it can only be, in iqr opinion, a natter of a certain good-naturedness 
on the part of OTCZAKEK, as is the case with Dr^/^HOLL, the son of CFCZARSK's 
co-worker. Prof. CuT^KKOLL. This young KNOLL is a Communist (Unity Front) 
shop student In VOSST and Is sipp os ed to be delivering material about this 
firm through his father to CFCZ1REK. KNOLL, Sr* appears to be absolutely al- 
right, but understandably probably cannot pert with his son)* The second 

naae which, intellirence-wtsc, appeared interesting was of the former.® 

/ 

Cbersturwbahnfuehrer, Josef URBAN. P0NG8R was Informed about this man as- 
tonishingly well and told me 2 years arc this wan was an aeent of the Americans) 
English, French, as well as the Austrian State Police Intelligence service, 
which, however, had not prevented him from being at the same time the intelli- 
gence Chief of the Neo-Nasl group SCXJC8K* A remark of POWCER's long ago, how- 
ever, also s ur res ted to me at that time that It was probable that URBAN also 
had connection to th'* Israeli IS* The basis for my thoughts I cannot recall. 
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any longer, since I have Sever interested wyself In URBAN inasmuch as ha 
is. In ay opinion, not to be taken seriously in any respect* 

Sana points which possibly may be of Interest I would like to aentlon 
briefly here* PONDER 1 s earlier address was Vienna $, Schoerib runners trass* 
liT» and then later he gave ae the address Vienna k, Paulanergassa 7, aa the 
location of Ms fire. The Central European Press and literary Agency, lnc« 

When I asked hU on one occasion why It happened thatyhe, ae an American, 
was living In a Russian district, he explained to me that apartaents as 
well as office space aas half as expensive in those district# as In the 
Western districts* Furthermore, whatever ha had to conceal from the Russians, 
he did not keep in the Fourth district. Some tine later la 195? PONQBl told 
me on his owi Initiative that an American officer, apparently one whom FOKGSR, 
as Reserve Officer, Is subordinate to, directed hin to appear and advised hie 
to novo out of the Russian district. He dales to have convinced this - officer 
with his arguments that It was much cheaper for hla In the Russian district 
as his brcthe r-ln-law, VKRBHt, for example, had required several years before 
he found a suitable apartment in the Wes tarn district* 

Another perhaps not uninteresting occurrence, the first tire I mat VERBER — 
I saw Mm, according to ay memory, only twice — he appeared with a very swollen 
eye* When I asked how he had got this, he explained that he and PONDER had 
been photographing strikers near the Faulanerkirche, in the course of which 
they had been beaten up and a Llca was stolen* 

In closing, some characteristics of the people: 

POHGKR Is, in ny opinion, typical of the nationalistic Jew* According 
to many of his remarks he regarded himself much more as a Jew than as an Amert- 
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can. In so being, however, ho was lcyml to the Germans and above all, realistic 
la our relations, he was always very pleasant without ever attempting through 
his favors to achieve favors from me. He never tried to pay for meals nor 
would he bring presents for the children, etc. He figured the price for his 
photos very fairly but definitely not so that he earned nothing thereby* He 
never attempted to rather from se information about anti-Soviet agents vfclch, 
indeed, would have been most sacred to him If he really works for the Russians* 
That ha did not want to recruit me for the Russians roes without saying since 
he was familiar with my uncompromising anti-Comunlst convictions, but he 
could have always made the attempt to approach me, so to speak, from the other 
side, that Is, as alleged member of an American office which was attesting 
to build up an intelligence network against Russia* That, I would probably 
have believed, and would have provided him with an excellent opportunity for 
an intelligence game. That he didn't do this speaks against the suspicion 
that *ilch speaks for the suspicion I have mentioned above. 



PONGER's wife, vhcm I only saw once, cade the impression upon me of 
being an exceptionally intelligent and assured person. I would like to suggest 
that she is the spiritual leader of this marriage and If there really was In- 
tel 11 pence activity that she probably participated. PONGER was, in my opinion. 

In every way the subordinate, probably also sexually, as she made the lmpres- 

a 

s Ion upon me of being/very high-strung and temperamental woman, whereas he is 
more the opposite type. 

About her brother, VERBS*, I have only the vaguest impression. He appears 
to me to be very Intelllrent, courteous, but also very realistic. When PONDER# 
for example, In his presence, started to talk of his hobby-horse, ESICHKANN, 
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and the persecution of the Jew#, VS8B8R would stop Mb Immediately. Tbaee 
mat tars did not appear to be real problems to VKRBBt. YEKBSR is also very 
witty. 

LAtJBBR made a aery r e se rved and modest impress lonJUthough seeming un- 
pleasant, he demonstrated no political Interest and I really cannot imagine 
that he could ham been a Russian agent* His release from jail also certainly 
speaks for ay iapression. It is naturally a complicated affair to determine 
if and why FORGER and VER3KR mere Russian agents, but the trial in the begin* 
nlng of Warch will clear this up. If it develops that the charges are true, 

I am convinced that Vrs* FORGER and her brother were the driving forces and 
Indeed, scarcely from an Ideological motive, but rather in order to earn 
money* PGWGKR would hare been ideologically approachable although not as a 
C canonist but as an antl-Conservatlve, that la to say, in the terms of the 
liberal strongly Jewish right of the Roosevelt Bra in contrast to America of 
today* 

One could also imagine that this entire espionage affair has been created 
by certain Jewish circles in order, by means of a trial In the course of which 
the innocence of FCNGER and VFRBER would be established, to demonstrate how 
innocent certain new American circles (l.e* Jewish) actually are, which cir- 
cles are currently being persecuted. This version, however, Is indeed very 
far-fetched although definitely a man such as PCNGE21 could be recruited for 
such an affair and also possess the necessary good connections to World Judaism. 

All these thoughts here been written down unsystematically and In all 
probability one or another interesting detail is missing in spite of ay in* 
tensive concentration* 1 am available for further Information at all times 
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bat Mist request egein that this matter be handled as exceedingly confi- 
dential and that, under no conditions. It reach the business circles. It 
this point I scold Ilka to establish once again that I hare absolutely no 

suspicion fifndinff Col* KSZSGRIADV or 3r« OPCZAffiK* On tht contrary, those 

any 

two, in wr opinion, are boycnd/susplclon* I Haro only mentioned thorn coo- 
noctlons bocauao I, aa an old intelligence nan, an aware that in such a case, 
the nest remote details are of interest but in no way do I giro such details 
establishing such suspicions* It would be Tory unpleasant for ne, therefore, 
when any suspicion of these two should be thereby aroused or should aa in- 
vestigation be started on the basis of this. 
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.* •„ Reaction lu boll* in fci- $;t 



’I *! " t i2S3ilSS2* ’ second interrogation ot Or* ’ilhoAi UO-.IVL .v.J son t\tzleo 

. .) > >j"ir iha ceil uhsro h* wsa confined new* ^alsb’ag* a^vro* irately 

CO \ y^r:i 2ft flaroh ls 1 ;^ u*til «-x»iUe tho 30th or Narch tiOKIVX- ?ra: .old 

•*. »r.r.T?uy c .'nftneaeat in cn uncoat or table ceil adapted Cron a inra|«> *>tj }• (;arc* 

*?3» t* toYod to naethnr tolitury cell Adapted flroo a vino cellar wi*?r r Till: 

.«ar This call contained no niatose and vae generally chilly one 

'crtall:, tcigh hr oa Maas untuntly oo* ZXiring the period of oonftnc^l iiOETTI 
'.zxd beo»? tovrittod to have a typewriter and paper In his coll and had boon <rajouragc 
o writ* -ira aiy infomatioo afcich, an he ma told, might bo helpful to Miasrlf or 
Vs> his itvviii ogatore* 



?% J/.u Me Comle1rts > ooaplalnad to tho interrogator that th« uall 

:i uhi.:h Ti*”’: *3 been confined ms uilnhabltdbla mtd that ho had in effort bean 
: ihaittud b> cor tore* fio stated that on tho previous night he had had a heart attac 
u:d thnx he 1* \d been afrniti that ho vould die and that rde atteppta to got arclataac 
\y ber.iir.j » « tho rioor had brought jo respcaae frea hie jailer a. Tho iatovro; itor 
tated th*:t r j a nattsU* or feet HObCTJL was probably In atcTo healthy circulate*: ’.-as 
•hm bo y-Jdu bo If no sore out es&rciaing oo tie streets. Although the room -raa 
, OMtfctit r.cx j nr than those In stale h ho mold nornally live* ho was sUU able to rotr 

• e a»:U n<* wi ailed and this root >xmld hardly bo said to Injure his heart* ~*to 
iiterrcgAtor '.ddad that if KOSTTL s tould die suddenly during tho night while in con- 
inencut it ,>uld peasant no particular pioblen rtoco disposal of a mold body 1« not 

. uoh wr« < fc f IcuXt thsa disposal of a warm one* The Interrogator added that ;io had 
o par tic- ;I pv xLoh that HOHTTL »*w»u*d ddo* 

\ ».Q£ * >nse to Question s 

r.) i£TTL uaiutoi icd under questioning that he tud nothing to add co:—amin; 
1.7 rviatiar j vith !Curt F0NGL& or u^.th any other of the por tonalities ncntiosTd durlt 
: \iivic»ic i ul : r^’ation«. Tha Interrogator covered a cor tain as&unt of old gi\j Fid in 
tt^mptiny to develop a n*:>r line of questioning concerning the PO&Gft* cas^ but learn a 
r ctliis.^ v -t# a ' 0 :V HCSin, d»ut hie ac^tivUy in tJiia casor 

b) i undo nor JU O'. bsin« qoisrxd agoit- cor»*8min? tho Identic or 

• S nit J Met* o' the n^rstariQ-.is ^imdat >c»*/ Pi*eu»de B aho oaf beoii ^wnticnod in thr* letter 

f v>.i u*M % C‘ 1“ 7 (aea ix*e»i»>U3 ropor'.’i', UO^TTL ocatinuec to niintaU: tiiat in* »:*-.d not 

.vvj to d ot. rofnrrcrf. After traesuro on this point, fiual.l^.- oald 

.:-it i \o f.iijv fi t« could tiinlc of UL' ild i>e it** Acton SOoflM* 



e) ljjtious vit a OS Egonc. . ?^ Tho int/xnro^toi’ qu Triad slf.f-.Tl'JL at to 
. ills -vir ai c . ;>_icXng of prue,mt avgaadtatiou ot too uuit id -ntolllr: 

; -Tvs cl»^* root IiOfcTTL ■ k snorev* s '.hat HOITTL b-.ulaves that taa ftituetlcn nr*' ntlia; 
* I 5 h?- ^‘j ca ;tlnuc« in /i-.'rican In’^iligonce: id ^ airy -*««t ijttrigu? .•ut.h*c «i*T- • slid 
I'l r-O.iy : r.d intrigue -;at veen C 1 C and 0 * 2 i*i 'ustri: ;)■. TT* l\.v * 

. o *::)•>!.' of c.c::r\ rivclix':o aa thar axist**f> in i3l*7 on .* y:jj u#\r i*\ 1.: ,r ; «r i 

7 X' v\?r*J, rivalry «ic intrL^uo hatoc«n lniti*c otat^-. -a-;' i**,: *i.. ; r. ; rt 
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v \\-.lry snd ii -ri^K nra*;; all other US intciltga,>co sg^jics. It *3 irvilaar t»> 
t *v intsrrugM e jurt how II02JT1. r^>.;4d 9Ut till 3 putter r ^ intrigue in ui3 o%ta 
k .m i bat Hvr.tt' toped to bo able eventually to »Jva nlX his avn probto: 
b. aspiring rj.7tstly to ife* Allan hUioh Dullos. The inure orator is inollr.cc to 
t ? fc» S-tc^ii cc'-ls that thiu curious group of opinions, combined Kith dOtfXu's nrt-xra 
Luilination tc -urds intrigue and his general coat of Bind, vhich suggoste uha oarly 
«UfiM of oolii wjptarenla, motivate* bia to withhold information ddeb in hit ni&d 
v;uld causj or i American agency to bo hostile to Ma boo a use of bia activities un 
behalf of ruwt ler hwrlcao agency* Cock'* la also son* indication that ha and nvten 
to penetrate cr at least to gather information on intoHigaose offloea which too 

to be Aueriecr 'Controlled rod which iie we a nd to have something to do with i>*l 

he would nr tunHy be neat rati cent about this activity because it could bo lr»i *>cpr 
by Hr% Dul\e*;, Huon he beliavee to tike e direct personal internet in local o L >/ rati 

a s hoetilox 

lu HfJiT\ ^s Proposals 

a} %c man SAjjgX^ * Always tho operator, iKCTTL took occasion during ibis 
i'tarrogatlon^ io propose {Eat he be wployed by United States Intelligence by 
establishing c ;nUct with Johann smTChF, a fanrf double agent operator of thd 

* -man intdli^ence service who is mv thought to be active on behalf of the Scvieti 
H‘!.TTl prupo*: 1 to reestablish content with h*HITSs3l*a wife, or to attaapt to t :vce 

a connection \ .th 3A'tIT7KH through Br* Othn mr TfUOTSft, Dr, Karl fcB NfcK, or Ing* :%arl 
X .v.’AftlK, The interrogator permitted HoETTL to anpetlate at mfflo lont length to 
d temino thrt HnXTTL done not in fact lew** veiy each about SAKXTZ&R, either ii: the 
p esent or it: vhe past. It is notewirthy that in a written memorandum which HCvfTL 
h d prepend n t his typewriter before tho irrterrof ation containing tus wane proposal 
h uaa unable :o spell S5\l?T£R T s yraso correctly-. (He spoiled it dA£3£?Zc!t)* ’•‘he 

1 tsrrcgabe* t *a told HQtTiT. that to obviously did not Joov very aosh nbqut tin 
c so and A'ilu. not be qualified to operate in seen a capacity, ovon lx* vm were ^ 
e .nge our e.-; ore orientation and dMids that he could bo trusted with such an asslg 

b; r 5 tele Aj ^ mt IVoposal , AOtuTTS tlion jug&estcd that ho Might be eoplr/od 
t jstAbUuhT c .'ntost i»£tSTTHs Soviet Sntolllgsncu office vriilch had opomtod V>h‘!ijt 
x. c- i'CHUtH-. I too the interrogator acked uhother tOiTTL roilly bell wed tliat af:cr 
'-.ng boon t*. -c^ted and interrogate b f ^hc Aw.vriciiu* he xsilc be accai>tcd by 
C iat Intdli ;cnoe in .tonna as a r-d labia par non, dG&XTu explained that he il;: not 
i t>ad hince^i to travel tc yiew« o' to jsUJalish dii*«ct contact but th.it ho t u^ugh 
•; .unp3 by a; 5 to i : 0! > »cK r .i. wifo ha fight es habile a an interest la U>viot «dnc'- diic 
••■uud causo t**; *m to send .**^^vJody te contact bin Jll readers o? til* report * ll 
d • ’tless ho 7 eiVtieimd by r3lief b'l told trt.^t tho latonviatxr did not ace *pt 
*.i o-Tcr . 

C '* ?lan* 

U; f l c c thifi re- i itsrvc, 1 ?nt..vn of htibTTu it whs decided U.nJ- a >>rosu r 

* "r\ p. c r ^ *ed ieplica’J or , . : Ii"Av in •*«A;Tdl •WKi.'Lt ussc «N:tt thin p:* : 
r f-M.vt* -If. o •’..lei pub! ■* i if c.>itc>irru!*co \&e rccoivod fro i Ifix !'r..*^r’;aunt o-: 

r vc: In *,J» ington. 
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